*2o                 CONTEMPORARY ESSAYS,

and necessary for these times.7 But no man is re-
quired to subscribe to every sentence in the Homilies;
and Dr. Pusey, least of all men living, would like to
be bound even by their general teaching. They were
written by men whose sentiments differed widely; by
the i Catholic * Bishop Bonner and the Presbyterian
Prebendary of Canterbury, Thomas Becon; the judi-
cious Archbishop Cramner, and the glory of the
Elizabethan prelates, the learned Jewel. The Homilies
indeed contain a l godly and a wholesome doctrine;'
but they are full of blasphemy, both against the Pope
and the devil. When Dr. Newman applied his
alembic to the Homilies, all the * Catholic truth' he
could distil out of them was a few unguarded sen-
tences chiefly from the Fathers, some general state-
ments about the primitive Church, the application of
the word i Scripture' to the Apocryphal writings, and
sometimes ordination or matrimony called a sacrament.
The exility of the evidence from the Homilies is in
strange contrast with the immensity of the conclusion.
It is naturally an important matter for Dr. Pusey's
object to be able to prove that the Church of England
has retained valid Orders, Without this it would be
idle to speak of the Chui'ch of England being a part
of the Catholic Church, while the necessity of an
Episcopal succession is regarded as the first requisite
of Catholicity, Now, whatever Eoman Catholics have
to say against the validity of English ordination, the
historical fact cannot be denied that at the Eeforma-
tion the Episcopal succession was not broken. Dr.
Pusey makes a great matter of this. He finds the
consecrators of Parker were anxious to adhere to the